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T
RACEY, 19, is a young model who 
narrowly-escaped the claws of a very 
common modelling scam. 
“I saw a post on someone else’s page 

that said, ‘I’m looking for girls and boys to 
do shoots with diff erent poses and diff erent 
outf its,’” she explains. 
The post looked like it could be a good 
additi on to her portf olio, and there were 
a lot of people commenti ng to sing the 
person’s praises. She later found out that the 
supposed agent had several profi les under 
several diff erent names – all looking for 
‘models’. 
At fi rst, the agent claimed that he worked 
for Vogue magazine, and was collecti ng 
photographs for an online portf olio. 
“He told me that he would give me money 
for transport so that I could go see his 
photographer in Midrand.” 
He added that he was not in the country 
at the moment, but off ered good money – 
almost too good (R75 000); Tracey needed 
the cash to fi nish her studies. 
Aft er she had sent him the fi rst round 
of pictures the photographer became 
uncomfortably fl att ering. 
“He would say things like, ‘You are very sexy, 
young and beauti ful.’ He then wanted my 
naked pictures, but I refused.” 
This interacti on went on for two weeks, with 
the photographer pressing Tracey for an 
account number, claiming he would send her 
her money.
Tracey says, “I eventually realised the people 
commenti ng, praising and thanking him were 
all part of the scam; they might even have got 
money through that.”
While Tracey was able to wise up before it 
was too late, unfortunately the scheme she 
had almost been trapped in had wasted a 
lot of her ti me; she now wants other young 
models to be aware of the potenti al dangers 
that lurk in the industry, so that neither their 
ti me nor their money is risked.
“I’m more careful now and very much aware 
of what people can do: When you don’t have 
anyone to learn from you learn the hard 
way,” she says.
Despite this she says she is sti ll determined 
to reach her goals – and looks forward 
to conti nuing her path to professional 
modelling; she’s just a lot more careful now.

Know The Risks
MODELLING is a huge industry, whether 
you’re into catwalk, photoshoots or 
alternati ve modelling. There are many men 
and women who want to get a foot in the 
door, but there are just as many scams out 
there that want to catch would-be models 
and take their money – or worse. 
Even models like Tyra Banks have warned 
against casti ng and modelling scams, but 
is it something that could happen to you? 
people magazine spoke to models and other 
industry professionals about modelling scams 
and how you can avoid them.
Lara White from Boss Models says that the 
easiest way to check if an agency is reputable 
is to visit their website. 
“If someone tells you they are working for an 
agency, call the company’s landline and check 
if they do have a staff  member by that name 
working there.” She also advises models 
to always arrange meeti ngs at offi  ces or 
public places, and to always take along a 
guardian or family member.
“Research is key when avoiding 
scams,” adds Jason Smith from Ice 
Models. “Make sure the e-mail 
address is linked to an agency, and 
if you are contacted by a scout you 
aren’t sure is ‘legit’ contact the agency 
directly before proceeding with further 
communicati on.” He adds, “At no stage 
should you have to provide nude, semi-
nude or suggesti ve images of yourself 
to be considered by the agency, and no 
reputable agency would ask any young 
girl to send lingerie images of herself.” 
Lilith Seaborne, a freelance alternati ve 
model, has been contacted by many 
scammers. “If it seems too good to be 
true, it usually is. Make sure the brand 
and contact person is real,” she says, 
adding, “If you have any weird feelings 
about a photographer, do not shoot with 
him; if they say you can’t bring someone 
with you, don’t shoot with them.” 
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